
Any fundamentalist who has kept up with

the conservative resurgence within the

Southem Baptist Convention (SBC) is glad

for conservatives’advances and rgoICeS

with them in their success. There are

several books and articles which have been

Written from various perspectives about

What has happened within血e SBC since

1979. Pe血aps one of the most signi丘cant is

丁he B印短R婦rn融iol宅(珊e Co鵜er硯訪iひe

尺esul官e17Ce in　諸記　S鋤脇eγ押　庭ap手i与鼻

Co脚e諦oz′Z) by Jerry Sutton, Written from

the conservative point of view and

悪霊霊。霊1 20轟託喜e慧‡
Broadman　&　Holman Publishers. The

book’s slgnificance is indicated by the

endorsements it has received from many of

the leading Southern Bap士ists today;

including Morris H. Chapman, James T

DrapeL Jr., Kemeth S. HemphilL Richard

D・ Land, R. Albert Mohle轟Jr., Paige

Patterson, Adrian Rogers, Jerry Vines,馳

Young′ and others.

Still, fundamentalists have raised an

important question:　’’Are these

COnSerVative Southem Baptists really

fundamentalists?′′　　The question is

important′ for its answer wil=argely

宝器al霊嵩t霊r慧慧※
and its leadership. Organizations which

have begun as fundamentalist in

Orientation, SuCh as the Baptist Bible

Fellowship Intema竜onal (BBFI) and血e

General Association of Regular Baptist

Churches (GARBC), are Currently facing

this issue. Therefore′ the question is not

Only important, it is also timely

Thomas Road Baptist Church in

Lynchburg, Ⅵrginia, PaStOred by Jerry

Falwell, has Liberty University as one of its

min王stries. This church is listed as both a

BBFI and SBC church (See the appropriate

denominational web sites), and Jerry

Falwell’s胸riom圧ibe旬J鋤r料d had as a

front page headline∴′Liberty University

Officially　Åpproved as SBC School′′

(December 1999, VOl. 28, nO. 12). The
GARBC lists Cedarville University of

Cedarville′ Ohio′ aS One Of its partnering

agencies. ‘蛇t Cedarville has alsoノ′entered

a partnership with the State Convention of

Baptists in Ohio [SBC]. The parmership

WaS formalized in November [2002]

during the　49th annual session of

the state convention when messengers

OVerWhelmingly approved the

agreement’’ (Baptist Press news,

WWWbpnews.net/ bpnews.asp?ID=14969′ January 3,

2003).　And the SBC web site l王sts

Cedarville University under its category
′‘Colleges and Universities・′′　Even more

recently Wなtem Baptist College in Salem,

Oregon′ anOther s〔hooI partnering with the

GARBC′　has been endorsed by the

Northwest Baptist Convention and

its executive board　′‘as an educational

ins士itution that their member churches

Should support宜nancially and promote

as a preferred coまIege for their

young people"′′　The Northwest Baptist

Convention is associated with

the Southem Baptist Convention

(-VWWWbc・edu / news / sto義ies / NWBCadoptsW母・塙nl).

So the question ’′Are conservative

Southem Baptists rea11y fundamentalists?′′

is both important and timely Six points

must be made in response to the question.

瓦窯詩誌霊慧藍諾藷‡諾.
First′ throughout the last 25 years of

Struggles within the SBC, those on the left

have called themselves ′′moderates,′ and

their antago正sts ′′fundamentalists.′′ Those

On the right have ca11ed themselves
’′conservatives′′　and their antagonists

′′1iberals:′ Neither side accepts the term

used for them by their c融cs. In his book,

Sutton refers to　　′′conservatives

(pejoratively and incorrectly called
fundamentalistsr’ and states: ’′From a

historian′s vantage point, I reject the term
‘fundamen士alist′ as not only peJOrative but

also inaccurate… ・ Although conservatives

might share some similarities with

fundamentalists′ they are not identical, and

to assert that they are is to misread history′′
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Explaining why the conservatives don′t

Want tO be called fundamentalists, Sutton

SayS: ′’Fundamental王sm in religious cirdes

has normally been characterized bv

SeParation′ that is′ departing from or

removmg OneSelf from a denomina宜on.

Quite obviously conservatives stayed‥ ‥

工n actuality the most accmrate paradigm for

the two sides in the SBC struggle should be

pz4r融押s and z助γalis王s. The conservatives

(Puritans) desired to purify the
denomination from the liberal influence of

鳳e left’’(1-2).

豊謹話智譜霊嵩藷慧,
There is a strong sense of loyalty to the

denomination by the conservatives. When
Libe吋University was approved as an

SBC school, Paige Patterson dedared: ′Tor

the great Liberty U正versity to be a part of

Our Southem Baptist Zion. ‥ is an answer

to prayer for us a11’’(Natio7諦Libeγty

加紡′棚l, December 1999, 1, 15). The SBC is

indeed a ′′Southem Baptist Zion,′′ in which

funds from local churches are sent to

SuPPOrt the official denom王national

PrOgram known as the Cooperative
Program. SBC churches send money to

their respective state conventions. A± their

詩誌講書請託霊宝蒜葦
SuPPOrt State COnVention projects and how

much will be sent to support SBC

PrOgramS On the na亡ional level. State

COnVention projects indude evangelism,

Children’s ho珊胆S,∴扇ssjons education,

SuPPOrt for the establishing of

Churches′　funding for colleges

neW

and

universities, and campmg PrOgramS. On

the nationa1 1evel the Cooperative Program



helps fund the appointment and support of

平SSionaries (both home and foreign)′ the
sIX reCOgnized Southem Baptist

seminaries′ and organizations such as The

Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission′

the Amuity Board, the Southem Baptist

Foundation, and the Baptist Wbrld Alliance

(See the sbc.net web site∴’Cooperative

Program′′)・　　This approach to

denominational cooperative support is

very centralized and stresses the funding

of its various programs. It fosters a Ioyalty

to the orgahization and its programs rather
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a more decentralized approach.

Historically it is this type of convention

setting from which fundamentalist Baptists

withdrew because of the strong emphasis

placed upon denominationa1 1oyalty
combined with little specific accountability

to local churches by the individuals and

institutions being funded.　The

Convention′s approach puts pressure on

local churches∴to conform to the

denominational programs.

瓶詰蒜慧話語誤霊霜鞄
Diversi車

During the years of

conservative/moderate struggle, the key

factor which conserva宜ves relied on was

the annual election of a president of the

Convention who not only believed in the

Bible′s inerrancy but who would also

facilitate the elec屯on of trustees for血e

various denominationa王　agencies who

would also hold to inerrancy and who

Were WiHing to make it an issue.

Previously nominees for the Convention

PreSidency had been largely unopposed′

but during the years of struggle there often

were two or more nominees-One

endorsed by the conservative leaders and

one who was willing to be more indusive′

tolerating doctrinal diversity Ålthough the

conservatives were very dear about the

theoIogical issues invoIved′ VOteS for the

conservative candidate ranged from only

50 to 60 percent of the total votes (19ア9:

う1%; 1980:う王.67%弓981: 60.24%; 1982:うア%;

1984: 52.王8%; 198う: 5う.3%; 1986:う生.22%;

1987:う9.97%; 1988:与0.53%; 1989:与る.58%;

1990:う7.68%; 1992: 62%; 19鎚: 55%).1

Those who did not vote for the

COnSerVative candidate-a Very Significant

mir¥Ority-did not necessarily deny the

Bible’s inerran亡弟yet they apparently were

Willing to tolerate those who did. Some of

these pastors and churches have formed

the Cooperative Baptist Fe虹owship′ and of
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denomination, howeve* the majority has

remained in the Convention.

On the national level the SBC controIs its

Six officially-reCOgnized seminaries′ all of

which are under conservative leadership

today The national SBC′ howeveL does

not own or control any colleges∴Or

u正versities・ They are con士rolled by the

various state conventions, many Of which

are wi11ing to tolerate doctrinal diversity at

their colleges and universities.　For

example, the sbc.net web site (the o組cial

web site of the Southem Baptist

Convention) lists under the category

てo11eges and Univers沌es′′ such schooIs

as Baylor Universit〕手Mercer University

Stetson University the University of

Richmond, Wake Forest University and
William Jewell College. These schooIs are
not known for a strong conservative

doctrinal pos沌on′ yet they are identified as

Southem Baptist insti軸ions. Furthe耳a

number of the co11eges ’and universities

have established their own seminaries or

graduate schooIs for theological education
and ministeria=raining′ thus rerouting

Students away from the recognized SBC’s

conservative-COntrolled seminaries. Some

examples would be the Baptist TheoIogical

Seminary at Richmond′　Campbell

University′s D諒nity School′　Gardner一

部もbb University′s M. Christopher White

SchooI of Divinity Mercer University’s

McÅfee SchooI of TheoIogy Baylor

Universitys George W.廿uett TheoIogical

Seminary; and VI穣e Forest University′s

Divinity School. It should be noted that the

moderate Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

also lists the above-mentioned alternate

SChooIs on its web site′ along with some

Others′ and indicates that they provide

financial support for these schooIs. What is
happemng On the state convention level

and in many of their schooIs is very

problematic for the SBC conse諒atives.
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Areas.

Issues such as the length of the ′’days’’of

creation week or the exten士ofモhe Noahic

釘ood are not o窺cia11y addressed in the

SBC′s doctrinal statement,丁庇B坪鼻ist F読手h

鋤d Mess瑠e・ In addi亡ion, the uniqueness of

the Church as induding only believers

l See Sutton’PageS 99′丁13′ 115′ 121′ 125′地2′ 14ナノ16l′ 178工88′ 196′ 198′ 214′ 224.

from the present age′ the emphasis upon

God′s kingdom with any Jewish

Slgnificance in the future, and a

Premi11emiaL dispensationaL

Pretribulational representation of　′′last

things′′　are actua11y exduded.　This

exclusion does not mean that there are no

Southem Baptists who hold these

doctrines′ but the followmg eXCeaptS from

the B坪とis洋扉的料d Mess暗e demonstrate

the SBC′s doctrina=atitude:

VI. The Church-The New

Testament speaks of the church as
’’the Body of Christ which

indudes all of the redeemed of all

the a害es・’’

IX.　The Kingd om-′′ The

Kingdom of God indudes bo瓜

His general sovereignty over the

universe and His particular

kingship over men who willfully

acknowledge Him as King.

Particularly血e Kingdom is the

realm of salvation into which men

enter by trustful, Childlike

COmmitment to　ナesus Christ.

Christians ought to pray and to

labor that the Kingdom may come

and God’s will be done on earth.

The full consummation of the

Kingdom awaits the retum of

Jesus Christ and the end of this
age・’’

X. Last Things-′′God in His own

time and in His own way wi11

bring the world to its appropriate

end. According to His promise′

Jesus Christ wi11 retum personally
and visibly in glory to the earth;

血e壷ead will be raised; and Christ

Will judge all men in

righteousness. The unrighteous

Will be conslgned to Hell, the

P]ace of everlasting punishment.
The righteous in their resurrected

and glor組ed bodies will receive

their reward and will dwell

forever in Heaven with the Lord.′′

These statemen七s reflect non-Premillenhial

and non-dispensa竜onal attitudes. Sutton

further states, ′′Fundamentalism also is

Characterized according to some scholars

as blindlv Ioyal to premillennial

票嵩置霊x謹龍㌔器霊霊
Resurgence in these terms, the charge did

not stick’’(Sutton l). Åt any rate, the SBC

doctrinal statement is incongruous with

tha士of the GÅRBC.
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Å call for a new evangelicalism was issued

in the late 1940s by those dissatisfied with

aspects of fundamentalism′ a Sentiment

which is well represented in the broad

evangelicalism of our day. An anti-

SeParatist at捉ude is particularly noted in

the cooperative policy of Bi11y Graham in

his ecumenical evangelistic campalgnS.

This cooperative policy has been

highlighted since his 195アNew Ybrk City

meetings. Yet Billy Graham has been

identified as a Southem Baptist and has

been endorsed by the conservative SBC

leadership. R. Albert Mohle可r., President

of The Southem Baptist Theological

Seminar坊served as executive chaiman

for Graham’s 2001 Louisville, Ken七u〔ky

crusade, and the seminary offered

academic credit to students who were

invoIved in the crusade.z

The　2003　SBC’s annual meeting

messengers were addressed by a broad

spectrum of leaders from within

evangelicalism (SOme by videotape, SOme

in person) such as James and Shirley

Dobson of Focus on∴手he F研17i短John

MacArthur, Franklin Graham, Charles

CoIson, Hank Hanegraaff, Jim Cymbala,

Joseph StowelI, Greg Laurie, Stephen
Olford and Ame Graham Lotz, Billy

Graham′s daughter’ Who spoke ‘′at a

Sunday moming worship service June 15

SPOnSOred by the Conference of Southem

Baptist Evangelists’’ (O妬∴別所ist

Messe′了ger, July 20O3, 2, 6). The SBC

leadership can cooperate with whomever

it wishes, but fundamentalists historically

have not 〔OOPerated with these kinds of

new evangelica1 1eaders・

Con仁王櫨Sio龍

Clearlv the answer to the question, ’′Are

conservative Southem Baptists

fundamentalists?′′ is ‘′No.′′　This answer

does not mean that Sou血em Baptists are

not good people who genuinely wan=o

serve the Lord or that the conservatives

ha`γe nOt made advances within the

Convention. Rather;瓜e answ?r reVeals

that the conservatives are not gomg in the

same direction as fundamentalists.

Organizations which have been

historically identified as separatist and

fundamentalist need to decide whether

thev are willing to partner with

COnSerVa亡工Ve∴⊃O耽れem鯵aP寄S章S an亀t血us

depart from their historic direction. If血ey

are wiHing to do so′ they should drop

the fundamentalist identification.

The GARBC Partnermg Network

Questionnaire asks such questions as,
“Have you read and do you concur with

the endosed artide describing the GARBC

POSition on separation?’’(Question 19).

That artide is ′’Biblical Separation-Does

it Matter?’’by Dr. Paul R. Jackson. This

historic article spells out God′s principles

Of separation by stating‥　′′God has

COmmanded that we should not partner in

the ministry with unbelievers′′′ and ′′God

COmmands that we separate from our

brothers when they walk in

disobedience.′′　Conservative Southern

Baptists are our brothers, but they are not

fellow fundamentalists.
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ニIncidentall‘告he Cedar‘′親e University’s T証cl! magaZine says on page 15 of the Sprirtg 2003 issue that ′ノMohler is also a veteran speaker on Cedar‘刷e′s campl-S. His most

recent visit was as speaker a=he University’s amual Charter Day obser‘「anCe On January 26′ 2003"’’The B`函5t Neてt’S rePOrt On ′′Cedarville and Southem Baptists,’’January

6‘ユ003亘Oted′ ′′Cedarville・ 1ocated in southwestem Ohio言s one of the top feeder schooIs for Southem Baptist TheoIogical Seminary in Louisville′ Kentuckv・′′ On page ± of

the担ne 2003 O扉o軟や毎st Me5S叩鍔r, the paper pubまished by the State Comγention of Baptists in Ohio (the SBC state convenhonいS an ad for a training conference at Cedar¥亜e

L高i、’er5中and right next to it is an artide on Billy Graham’s May 2003 campaign in San Diego′ With an accompanying pictしIre Of Dr. Graham. Cedar‘朝e may not necessarily

endorse轟e campaign, but shared publicit]′ is the price paid f。r Partnering w曲the Ohio 50uthem Baptists. Liberty University has also used B叫′ Graham as a major speaker

Cn CamPIZS‘ and e‘,en honored him bv conferring a doctorai degree on him.




